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Įvadas

Šiame dokumente pateikiamos išvados ir rekomendacijos kūrėjams (švietimo) gairių, kurios paremtos trejų metų patirties diegiant konkretų atvirojo mokymo modelį, vadinamą misijomis grindžiamu mokymusi. Dokumentas buvo suformuotas siekiant apšviesti atitinkamus sprendimus priimančius asmenis apie šios švietimo praktikos naudą ir iššūkius (lokalios ir švietimo valdžios lygmenyje), kylančius taikant gaires mokyklos praktikoje.

[…] turime priimti skirtingą požiūrį į ugdymą, keisti standartus naujų, interaktyvių metodų taikymo dėka, daugialypiu mokinių įtraukimu – t.y. mokymusi, grįstu misijomis.
Rumunų mokytojas

Mokymasis pagal misiją yra modelis, pagal kurį jauniems paaugliams deleguojama atsakomybė ir sprendimų priėmimas, siekiant leisti jiems formuoti, kurti ir įgyvendinti numatomus edukacinius projektus. Pavadinimas ,,misija", atspindintis studentų darbus, buvo perimtas iš kompiuterinių žaidimų, kuriuose komandos dalyvauja žaidimuose, kuriuose reikia vykdyti misijas. Kadangi yra daug įrodymų, kad žaidimai galimai lavina tokius įgūdžius kaip bendravimas, sprendimų priėmimas, raštingumas ar kalbiniai įgūdžiai, vertėtų sukurti atitinkamą edukacinę metodiką, pagrįstą savarankiško mokymosi principais.
Mokymasis pagal misiją, kaip atviro mokymosi modelis, labai priklauso nuo bendradarbiavimo su vietos bendruomenės partneriais, atitinkamomis organizacijomis ir institucijomis, tiesiogiai pasiekiamomis tiek lokaliai, tiek internetu. Kooperacija su vietos bendruomenės partneriais naudingas visiems dalyvaujantiems. Parama, kurią gali sulaukti vietos (švietimo) valdžios institucijos, yra naudinga ne tik mokykloms, diegiančioms atviro mokymo(si) metodiką, bet ir platesnei visuomenės daliai.
Šie privalumai apima patobulintą ir efektyvesnį edukacijos režimą, padidintą mokinių ir mokytojų motyvaciją, mokymosi internacionalizavimą, aktualesnių bendravimo įgūdžių formavimą, sprendimų priėmimo įgūdžių ugdymą, raštingumo vystymą. Atviras mokymas(is) mokinius parengia tapti atsakingais, visuomenės poreikius suvokiančiais piliečiais, kurie rūpinasi tauta ir aplinka - dalykais, kurių apsuptyje jie gyvena.
Nors atvirojo mokymo idėją Europos Sąjunga priimė ir patvirtino dokumentais, straipsniais ir ES finansuojamais projektais, dar daug spragų reikia užpildyti, kad Europos mokyklose būtų plačiai skatinami atvirojo mokymo modeliai. Šioje ataskaitoje nurodomas platus atvirojo mokymosi pranašumų spektras ir atitinkamos kliūtys jo įgyvendinimui. Pastarosios susiję su švietimo aplinkos apribojimais, su kuriais susiduria mokyklos, mokytojai ir mokiniai. Valdžios institucijų informuotumo apie atvirojo ugdymo teikiamas galimybes bei kliūtis jo įgyvendinimui skatinimas gali tapti inovatyvi ir efektyvi strategija populiarinant šį ugdymo modelį.
Atitinkami gairių formuotojai taip pat turėtų būti įtraukiami siekiant paskatinti įpirkas ir gerų nuostatų bei įžvalgų diegimą į gaires, taip sąlygojant ilgaamžį tvarumą bei poveikį ne tik finansavimo laikotarpiu. 
Europos Sąjunga, Atviras mokymas(is) ir prisidėjimas prie mokslinės edukacijos (2022)
Tampa aišku, kad norint, kad atviras moykmas(is) taptų realybe, svarbu įgyti lokalią  ir nacionalinę (švietimo) valdžios paramą. Tik tada atvirojo mokymo(si) metodika turėtų reikiamą pagrindą, kad taptų plačiai naudojama ir tvari švietimo strategija.
Misijomis Grįsto Mokymosi projekto įgyvendinimo etapai truko nuo 2019 m. lapkričio 1 d. iki 2022 m. liepos 31 d. Nepaisant Covid-19 pandemijos protrūkio sukeltų sunkumų, pradžioje brėžiami tikslai buvo sėkmingai pasiekti. Projekte dalyvavo penki partneriai ir dvi pradinės ir vidurinės mokyklos iš šešių šalių, įskaitant: Latviją, Lietuvą, Lenkiją, Rumuniją, Ispaniją, Turkiją, bei tris partnerius: Glosteršyro universitetą, JK (projekto vadovas), Rytų universitetą. Suomija, Jogailos universitetas, Lenkija ir kokybės užtikrinimo partnerių organizacija ,,Working with Europe" iš Ispanijos. Per trejus metus į projekto veiklą tiesiogiai įsitraukė daugiau nei septyniasdešimt 13-17 metų amžiaus moksleivių. Pilnas atstovų, dirbusių projekte, sąrašas nurodytas čia:
· Bauskas Pilsetas Pamatskola, Bauska, Latvija,
· Colegiul National Fratii Buzesti, Craiova, Rumunija,
· Elazig Doga Anadolu Lisesi, Elaizig, Turkija,
· Institut de Vilafant, Vilafant, Ispanija,
· Pasvalio Lėvens Pagrindinė Mokykla, Pasvalys, Lietuva,
· Publiczna SP im. św. Wincentego Pallottiego w Krakowie, Lenkija,
· Społeczna SP im. Lady Sue Ryder, Niepołomice, Lenkija,
· Jogailos Universitetas, Lenkija,
· Glousteršyro Universitetas, UK,
· Rytų Suomijos Universitetas, Finland,
· ,,Working with Europe", Ispanija.
	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	


	

	

	

	





Atsižvelgiant į projekto suteikiamą praktinę naudą mokykloms, studentams, mokytojams ir vietos bendruomenėms ir remiantis atitinkama patirtimi, šiose gairėse nurodomi veiksmai, kurių reikėtų laikytis, siekiant paremti 21-o a. jaunųjų studentų prasmingą ir veiksmingą mokymąsi. Čia pateikiamos rekomendacijos yra įmanomos, lengvai įgyvendinamos per ribotą laiką ir reikalauja tik smulkių investicijų į projekto išteklius.

Kūrybos šaltiniai
Ši ataskaita buvo surinkta remiantis duomenimis, surinktais iš įvairių šaltinių, išnagrinėtų įvairių projekto tarpsnių metu. Renkant duomenis atsižvelgiama į specifiškas aplinkybes, kurios turėjo reikšmingos įtakos projekto įgyvendinimui; tiksliau, kalbama apie Covid-19 pandemijos protrūkį ir su tuo susijusį perėjimą prie nuotolinio mokymo daugelyje Europos šalių mokyklų, įskaitant mūsų projektinės komandos šalis. Šiuo atveju naudojami duomenys vedami iš čia nurodytų šaltinių:
· Dokumentacija visų dalyvaujančių šalių studentų atliktų misijų,
· Nuotolinių susitikimų metu išsakyta studentų nuomonė, taip pat fizinio mobilumo realijos
·  online interactions which point to the challenges emerging from the collaboration between schools, the student teams and the community stakeholders,
· Mokyklinių komandų refleksijos duomenys apie tai, kaip dalyviai buvo įtraukti į procesą ir su kokiais iššūkiais jie susidūrė visuomenės atžvilgiu mokykloms perimant akcininkų vaidmenį
· Atgarsiai apie vietos bendradarbiavimą su bendrinės ir vietinės valdžios įstaigomis projekto metu,
· Įvairiais projekto trukmės momentais mokytojų užpildytos anketos
· Interviu bei pokalbiai su projekte dalyvaujančiais mokytojais


Open schooling: What is it?
Open schooling is:
 ‘ […] where schools, in cooperation with other stakeholders, become an agent of community well-being […]; families should be encouraged to become real partners in school life and activities; professionals from enterprises and civil and wider society should actively be involved in bringing real-life projects to the classroom.’
European Commission, Science Education for Responsible Citizenship (2015, p.10)
In other words, open schooling is a model which assumes offering students opportunities to combine formal, in-school learning, with learning outside the school boundaries by tapping into the educational potential of local or more distant knowledge sources. To some extent, this is already happening in every school by means of school trips, visits to museums, theatres, technology centers or other cultural or knowledge centers. However, to unleash its full potential, schools should provide students with opportunities to seek knowledge in all available sources. 
Therefore, any institution, person or a knowledge center can act as educational ally for schools and students. Mission Based Learning project showcases several student-led projects which were completed in collaboration with local institutions such as: youth centers, local authorities, local non-governmental organizations, students’ parents, other teachers or experts in various fields. 
Open schooling assumes that students develop numerous skills which are key for learning with partners or knowledge sources in and outside the school community. These include, for example, communication skills, the command of foreign languages or digital literacy. 
Mission Based Learning is one possible model of open schooling. Its specificity lies in the focus on affording students much learner autonomy. Mission Based Learning empowers students to choose what they wish to learn. Missions are essentially projects through which students gain new knowledge and skills as they always involve a variety of what, in school, we call subjects: all mission-based learning is, by definition, cross-curriculum oriented.
A mission is defined by the student teams’ interest in combination with what is important to society or to a group of local people. A team continuously explores the physical and virtual reality around them and identifies things that need to be addressed, improved, changed or even invented. Once a mission has been defined and negotiated with people and institutions that the mission will affect, the team sets out to design solutions and resources in collaboration with the key players in the field.
While students are navigating their missions, the role of the teacher needs to be re-imagined. ‘Step back’ is the approach that best describes the teacher’s role in this model. This attitude assumes that the teacher is on call, ready to assist learners in their learning efforts.

Why is open schooling important?

[…] we must have a different approach in education, to change things in the sense of applying new, interactive methods, with a different involvement of students - a learning through missions. 
Romanian teacher
The European Commission, the OECD and leading educationalists all agree that school education should change dramatically to make students fit for working and living in the 21st century world. There is a common consensus that, whenever possible, learning should based on experience and result from taking action by means of all available resources in a given community and beyond it and in collaboration with relevant community stakeholders. 
Due to the challenges of the modern world, a new formula of education should be sought because the style of teaching through lecture is outdated. 
Latvian teacher 
This is made possible by the open schooling model which is recommended by the European Commission. Open schooling opens the doors to real life learning and helps schools to become agents of change and well-being in the community. One example is a mission realized by a team of Polish young teenagers from Krakow. As the city has long been suffering from high levels of air pollution, the student team decided to explore this issue. With the help of their school teachers, they participated in a meeting with non-government organization experts who explained the impact of air pollution on human lungs and showed the students sources of knowledge about smog and other air pollution issues. As a result, the students gained more awareness of the issue and learnt what steps any city inhabitant can take in order to minimize the problem. 
Another reason why open schooling is important is the potential it carries to help in educating responsible citizens. Any local or national authority should be interested in educating its citizens. One mission which helped young people to understand some of the principles a modern society should be guided by is the project about tackling racism by a team of Romanian students. The students explored this question and created a presentation in which they increased their peers’ awareness of the problem and pointed to initiatives which aim to stop racism.
An open school is a more engaging environment for learning and makes a vital contribution to the community: student projects meet real needs in the community outside school and draw upon local expertise and experience. And finally: learning in and together with the real world creates more meaning and more motivation for learners and teachers.
Open schools for open societies, openschool.eu
Nowadays young people seek relevance of the learning that is taking place in schools. It is not enough to tell students that they are supposed to go through a prescribed course syllabus. They need to know why they should study the things are told to and why these issues should matter to them. By learning through taking action and linking subject knowledge to the local needs of the real people young students can make meaningful connections between the school subjects and the real world around them. One example of such relevant knowledge is the Lithuanian project which connects natural sciences knowledge typically taught at school with a mission that explored the value of herbs in people’s lives. The students invited an expert in the field to talk to them about herbs and created a presentation in which they summarized what they learnt.
Open schooling strengthens the bonds between local organizations and school communities. Missions carried out by the students involved in our project demonstrated how schools can tap into the potential of local experts or knowledge centers to maximize learning opportunities. For example, Vilafant (Spain) school students collaborated with the local club to investigate the functioning of such organization. In another mission they visited a local radio station and learnt about the importance of media outlets for the local community. 
Yet another reason for promoting open schooling is the quest to unleash young teenagers’ energy, enthusiasm and motivation for learning which often fall victim of school routine. Young people often complain that school learning is tedious, boring and conventional – not suitable for the learning they are used to out of formal school contexts. Young people engage in much learning by browsing the internet, observing their peers or pursuing their hobbies. Providing them with learning in informal or non-formal contexts combined with formal school education seems a perfect way to develop their talents and motivate them to pursue their interests.

Why do the 21st century students need such schooling models as Mission Based Learning?
Education in the 21st century is no longer confined to the paradigm of classroom learning, to earn good grades, to progress further. It is more inclined to providing life skills, values, social competencies etc that predicate lifelong learning. Open schooling model supports this paradigm shift by enabling students to prepare for different real-life situations, roles, environments and possible failures. Mission-Based Learning approach incorporating Open Schooling model, can be deemed influential in guiding and facilitating lifelong learning through active learning by experience. 
academic teacher from Finland
Mission Based Learning is educational innovation due to the unteachables but learnables idea which underpins it. Rather than push students to study content in a particular way, pre-determined by coursebooks, make students cram facts and follow pre-planned lesson scenarios, the Mission Based Learning model aims to leave students as much space as possible for their own exploration of the world around them. This is a real to stimulate students’ curiosity and motivation and ignite their enthusiasm for learning.
Project-based learning encourages students to become independent workers, critical thinkers and problem-solvers. It urges students to form questions of their own, developing a sense of ownership of their learning process and outcome. 
Lithuanian teacher
The focus on learner autonomy which is the cornerstone of Mission Based Learning project, helps students to become independent learners, critical thinkers and decision-makers. From generating and evaluating ideas for missions through carrying out specific activities to the preparation and evaluation of the final presentations, students develop the abilities to deal with challenges they face at every step of their projects. The learnt skills impact not only specific project activities but they will continue to influence the students’ future educational paths and positively impact their life learning skills. 
We were able to decide what we wanted to do. In this project the teachers have to ask your opinion. 
 Spanish student
21st century students need to see the relevance of the learning they engage in and this is best achieved when students need to complete practical tasks. Missions provide students with the type of learning which they feel comfortable with, while at the same time linking it to the school curriculum.   
Our school is based so much on the theoretical skills not on the practical ones and I think we developed the practical ones in this project.
Romanian student

Living in a globalized world requires people to be able to communicate and collaborate with others. This requires students to develop intercultural communicative competence and a command of foreign languages, especially English, which has become a tool of international communication. A Romanian student stated: ‘The impact on me was that I started to acknowledge things more, and I could express my ideas and my concerns about the world better’.
...with this project, we are breaking the barriers of the school and the students are seeing how useful what they are learning in the formal classes 
Spanish teacher

While completing their missions, students had an opportunity to work both online and in the face-to-face mode with the peers from the other countries. The experience of working in international groups led to cross-cultural comparisons, gave the students skills of working with others, and also helped them to see the importance of learning English. 
This project makes it easier to create a meaningful connection with different schools in our countries and other countries. 
Latvian teacher

Internationalization is important for schools and school teachers. Connections made during the project duration impact the school culture, make teachers more confident, help to develop teachers as professionals and prepare both students and teachers for the challenges of living in multicultural societies and the globalized world. 

How can these open schooling models be implemented in local secondary schools without having to change the entire system?

Identifying the barriers
Introducing open schooling models in the current educational reality encounters numerous challenges as the traditional educational systems are not yet fully prepared to accommodate this type of innovation. The research carried out during Mission Based Learning project helped to identify some of those barriers which impede the process of implementing open schooling models.  

At the end of the academic year, we always find a lack of time to complete and finish the main ideas of the project to be developed, with more time the results could have been better. 
Spanish teacher
The first barrier mentioned by the project teachers concerns running overloaded schedules which require them to stretch their working hours. In the existing teaching arrangements teachers must share their time between their regular teaching and administration activities and working on innovative projects such Mission based Learning. While highly motivated educators, determined to introduce innovations will manage to find time for both, though sometimes at the expense of their personal life, sustainable implementation of open schooling must consider ways of managing people’s time and other resources. 
On top of the teaching the regular curriculum teachers had to find time to organize and supervise missions which as essentially students-driven and therefore may go beyond the existing curricula. Accommodating the need to follow the curriculum and, at the same, giving students extensive learning autonomy was a serious challenge for the teachers involved in the project. Insufficient flexibility of the educational system sometimes stood in the way of implementing Mission Based Learning open schooling model. 



Fig. 1 Barriers to implementing mission based methodology.



Fig. 2 Obstacles to implementing Mission Based Learning at schools. 



Overcoming the barriers
How might these barriers be overcome? Clearly, in order to focus teachers on implementing open schooling, teachers and students need sufficient time resources at their disposal. Therefore (educational) authorities should consider the following:

· including the time spent on supervising missions into the overall individual teacher’s workload or consider a reduction of the other teaching duties/hours,
· giving extra recognition to teachers for the workload put into missions: e.g. vertical or horizontal career growth, extra payment etc.,
· providing more support for schools in terms of organizing missions or providing direct support for students.

One solution which could help to popularize open schooling models would be allotting a specific number of teaching hours to the implementation of this educational strategy. The quality of open schooling projects and teachers’ work would greatly benefit from them having more energy resources which could be spent on supervising open schooling activities. The exact number of hours spent on missions or other types of opens schooling projects might vary according to local needs but this would be a move for all involved teachers.
Teachers-innovators clearly stated that they would like to be provided with some recognition for the extra work they do above their regular duties. While the decisions as to the form of this recognition lies in the hands of school or local authorities, a systemic solution which promotes actions aiming at implementing open schooling methodology could a step in the right direction. 


Figure 3. The sources of the teachers’ motivation for implementing mission based methodology


	
What can you do? 
· Include the time spent on open schooling activities in the overall teacher’s workload.
· Consider more flexible curricula – include the option of teaching subject content by means of open schooling methodology.
· Provide teachers with adequate recognition for introducing open schooling models in school practices.
· Consider extra remuneration for teachers if open schooling activities are carried out alongside the regular working hours.



How can educational authorities help schools, teachers and students create local community collaboration?
More experts on specific topics would be very welcome to help teachers deal with certain knowledge or skills we would like our students to acquire.
Spanish teacher

Local educational authorities can use their political clout to facilitate the creation of a network of connections between schools and knowledge centers, businesses or individuals who can support open schooling practices. While during Mission Based Learning project the teachers predominantly used their personal contacts to provide their students with interesting learning opportunities, in the long run, a more sustainable support strategy needs to be found.
One solution would be to establish a formal database of institutions and individual experts willing to work and collaborate with schools. Such a database of contacts, easily available to teachers, would significantly reduce the time and effort necessary to set up local collaboration tasks between school students and local experts. Teachers and students who plan to engage in open schooling practices would be able to access the contacts details of such institutions and use their expertise to inform their educational projects.
The support from local and educational authorities could be provided by facilitating access to these institutions. 
Romanian teacher

Another important step towards creating stable and long-term collaboration with the local community would be giving more recognition to the role that students’ parents play in promoting supporting and popularizing the idea of open schooling. Mission Based Learning showcases several projects in which parents played in a key role in terms of facilitating connections between knowledge centers, businesses or other institutions. These examples involve a Spanish mission which featured a visit to the local club that was made possible by one of the students’ parent or a Lithuanian mission revolving around the theme of useful herbs. 
Local educational authorities should consider giving parents some form of formal recognition for their valuable contribution to open schooling activities. This recognition could be realized, for example, by developing a badging system whereby schools where parents are particularly supportive could receive a badge awarded by a (local educational) authority body. This, in turn, would help to increase the visibility of a school in a local community. Another incentive could be allocating extra funds for those schools which successfully attract parental support.
Seeking ways to involve parents in open schooling activities has several advantages not only for students and teachers but also for the whole educational and local community. One of such advantage is building a trust relationship between a school and parents who, due to their personal involvement, develop more vested interest in promoting good quality school education. In this way parents become true key stakeholders of the educational process and are better positioned to understand the needs of a particular school and local community.
	
What can you do? 
· Create a ready-to-use-by-schools database of individuals and institutions ready to support open schooling.
· Encourage parental involvement.
· Give tangible recognition to parents for their support to open schooling.




What is the wider benefit for the local educational community from implementing open schooling models and community initiatives?

A local educational community can draw several benefits from implementing open schooling models. These concern:
· educating more autonomous students with good communication skills, 
· developing advanced teacher skills,
· creating leaders of innovation,
· encouraging between schools collaboration.

Open schooling practices may lead to students developing a number transversal skills such as good communications skills, a better command of foreign languages, digital skills and many others. These skills help young people to engage in lifelong learning at different stages of their careers. Autonomous, well-educated people contribute to enhancing standards of education at every level. Good quality of secondary school education may result into exerting pressure on tertiary educational level institutions to provide high quality teaching. 
Another gain concerns the professional development of teachers. Mission Based Learning teachers admit to improving communication skills, management skills  and gaining internationalization perspectives. Working with a diversity of local partners helps teachers adopt fresh perspectives on teaching their subject area.
Due to their disruptive character, open schooling practices have the capacity of creating leaders of positive educational change. These could be teachers and students who will champion innovative practices in a local educational community thus contributing to enhancing the quality of local education.
‘Schools will be supported to make vital contributions to their communities, student projects will meet real needs, they will be presented publicly, and draw upon local expertise and experience.
The school environment will foster collaboration, mentoring, and will provide opportunities for learners to understand and interrogate their place in the world.’
 Open schools for open societies, openschool.eu
Disseminating and showcasing the effects of implementing open schooling may lead to creating stronger networks between local schools. Learning together to deal with the challenges of teaching, dealing with the limitations of teaching the national curricula and finding meaningful ways of learning for students can create an added value which may benefit the whole educational community.  

What is the wider benefit for the community and the citizens from implementing open schooling models and mission-based learning initiatives? How can all players in the community benefit from schools and students as change agents?
Community collaborations facilitate meaningful relationships and networks thereby preparing students for the real world. There is a shared sense of involvement and accountability in building future 21st-century citizens. – 
academic teacher from Finland
Since open schooling provides meaningful learning to the 21st century students, young people have plenty of opportunities to gain more profound knowledge than in the traditional system. Better educated people can turn into more conscious and responsible citizens which every locality needs. This means that young people will become more of aware of the social, environmental or cultural issues that a particular local community has to face. 
The themes of the mission are close to the local community, they help to solve problems and raise awareness. 
Polish teacher
One important feature of the open schooling model promoted in Mission Based Learning project is a strong focus on student-led research. As this research is meant to be carried out in the local community and in collaboration with the local community, it naturally leads to diagnosing local problems and ways of dealing with them. This is, in turn, can translate into enhancing the quality of living standards in a local area.
Local community members are included in educational process and they can see students being interested in solving local issues.
 Latvian teacher

Meaningful relations between students and the local community are, for example, well reflected in the missions implemented by teams of Romanian students. Their project is a good example of a symbiosis between local authorities and the school. The students worked together with the municipal authorities to advertise the local attractions. For this purpose the students designed a website which promotes the city of Craiova, Romania. The advantages of the projects were on both sides: while the authorities benefited from the mission by having students advertise the local attractions, the students learnt more about their home town and developed their digital and communication skills.  

How can local educational authorities empower themselves to lead and drive such educational innovation, and how can students co-create the innovation?
Through their work, students have shown that they can be a vector of change in a society with underfunded education, with chronic problems and obsolete teaching methods. These things can be an example of good practice for other schools as they could be a learning model that should be applied more widely by the Ministry of Education and other relevant institutions 
Romanian teacher
Showcasing the success of educational enterprises such as project Mission Based Learning can be a driving force spurring local and national educational authorities alike to a bolder and wider implementation of open schooling. Therefore, any actions which advertise the positive effects of open schooling will help local authorities to popularize this learning strategy. Some of the actions that can be taken by local authorities include: 
 
· showcasing success stories during offline and online events,
· collecting evidence of the impact open schooling projects have on school and local communities,
· making students voices more audible – inviting students to talk to others about open schooling,
· using parental and school management’s support for open schooling.

Showcasing success stories of open schooling projects can be done by organizing offline, face-to-face multiplier events and also during online meetings. Whatever the form, it is important that the participants of such events not only passively listen and watch the presentations of good practices but are encouraged to consider ways of implementing similar activities in their own educational environment. This can be achieved through discussions and encouraging schools to draw up plans for integrating open schooling projects into their repertoire of educational activities.
Collection and dissemination of evidence of the positive influence on education that open schooling practices have is another action that local authorities can take in order to empower themselves to drive such innovation. Some evidence collection and dissemination solutions include creating a website especially dedicated to local open schooling initiatives which present students’ learning and or social media accounts run by educational authorities which could showcase such innovative practices.  
The evidence must also come in the form of student voices who can convincingly speak of their experiences with open schooling. Students involved in Mission Based Learning reacted enthusiastically to this model of open schooling and so the project intellectual outputs bear testimonies to the overwhelmingly positive impact of missions on the whole school and local communities. Therefore, inviting students to speak at local events or quoting students’ opinions on open schooling is yet another strategy for promoting innovation.
During the project implementation phase we identified the sources of support that teachers used in order to implement missions. It turned out that considerable support came from the schools’ heads, other teachers and parents. Undoubtedly, a maverick teacher will find it difficult to promote educational change. The help from fellow teachers and the school management is a key success factor in implementing open schooling. There is sufficient evidence that educational innovation is most effective when initiated in a bottom-up manner, therefore educational change should start with the involvement of school teachers and school heads. Winning their support for open schooling can become a decisive factor in scaling up open schooling practices.
Parents can also exert pressure to increase and widen the adoption of open schooling models. Once involved in open schooling projects and convinced of their effectiveness parents may be another group of key stakeholders of the educational process who can become an important ally in introducing educational change. Evidence of parental support and their positive role in backing innovation can also lend further arguments in favour of open schooling. 



Fig. 4. Sources of support for missions.

Can students co-create innovation?
Yes, because their generation think differently and need different things. They can show policy makers in which direction the change should be implemented. 
Latvian teacher
Students indeed can become change agents. As the principle of student agency and leadership lies at the heart of Mission Based Learning project, we demonstrated that young people can identify the issues that impact the well-being of local and not only local communities and are capable of putting forward solutions and taking actions to alleviate the problems. 
The project showed that giving students space, time and agency can lead to astounding amounts of student learning on a variety of topics. This positive experience encourages teachers to continue with mission based learning methodology in the future. 
Definitely, [mission based methodology] will be a regular basis for my students and a way to improve their language.
 Latvian teacher

	
What can you do? 
Showcase good practice examples:
· organize good practices dissemination events for local schools,
· advertise good practices online, 
· invite innovators to talk to other teachers,
· invite students to talk to teachers and peers about open schooling projects,
· use evidence of school management and parental support for promoting open schooling.



Letters from students

As this policy paper aims to answer the question: What can local policy makers do for the 21st century young learners?, it seems fitting to conclude it with a presentation of what students have to say of their schooling needs.
During our final project mobility, we asked the participating students to write letters to local or national educational authorities with a view of voicing their educational needs, wishes and concerns (see Appendix below). On the one hand, these letters express the students’ concerns with issues relevant to their specific educational contexts and, on the other, they point to their critical thinking capabilities and maturity. These student voices can be summarized as follows: 

· Students need advanced level intense English language education to prepare for international encounters.
· They decent study conditions.
· They postulate investment in schools in terms of providing adequate study spaces, computer and other equipment. 
· They need to be given autonomy and want their voices to be heard.

In Appendix we included these powerful messages to local decision makers in their original form.


	
What can you do? 
· Invest in good study conditions: classroom space, equipment,
· Provide good level communication skills training, especially in English, including international experiences,
· Give students space and autonomy: decision making power to students listen to students; voices.
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